Parson to Person
Biblical Timeline and the Eschaton (Part 7)

“For behold, | create new heavens and a new earth; and the
former shall not be remembered or come to mind” (lsaiah 65:17
NKJV).

Observant students of the Bible might notice that the
Scriptures contain a storyline beginning at the existence of God
(Genesis 1:1), His creative righteous work (Genesis 1-2), the
introduction of sin and death into the world (Genesis 3, Romans
5:12), the redeemer-sin bearer’s provisional remedy for sin (Isaiah
53, 1 Corinthians 15:3, 1 Peter 2:24, 1 John 2:2), and the return to
righteousness through the creative righteous work of the Lord (2
Corinthians 5:20-21, 2 Peter 3:10-13).

There is no doubt that sin entered the world through the
disobedience of man, that Jesus—the Son of God and Son of Man,
in obedience, served as creation’s Redeemer, and that the return
to righteousness is the result of His perfect work. Therefore (like
those who observe these facts in the Bible), one can observe the
pattern demonstrated in and by the dispensational graphic below.

Of interest to many is also the fact that the Bible follows
another observable pattern as a journey from the beautiful Garden
of Eden to a sobering and difficult battle in the Garden of
Gethsemane and then a final return to the perfectly beautiful
garden in the New Earth. From creation to re-creation, from
righteousness to righteousness! Thank you Lord! We all long for the
day when there is no more curse, no more death, no more sin, and
when Satan—along with all who worship him—is judged.
“Therefore, we persuade men” (2 Corinthians 5:11), “[for] the day
of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens



will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with
fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be
burned up. Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what
manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,
looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of
which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements
will melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:10-13 NKJV).

John declared, “Now | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for
the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was
no more sea. Then |, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. And | heard a loud voice from heaven saying, ‘Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and
they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their
God. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall
be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more
pain, for the former things have passed away.’

Then He who sat on the throne said, ‘Behold, | make all things
new.” And He said to me, ‘Write, for these words are true and
faithful.” And He said to me, ‘It is done! | am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End. | will give of the fountain of the
water of life freely to him who thirsts. He who overcomes shall
inherit all things, and | will be his God and he shall be My son. But
the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in
the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second
death.



Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled
with the seven last plagues came to me and talked with me, saying,
‘Come, | will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” And he carried
me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed
me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven
from God, having the glory of God. Her light was like a most
precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. Also she had a
great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the
gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the
twelve tribes of the children of Israel: three gates on the east, three
gates on the north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the
west.

Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them
were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. And he who
talked with me had a gold reed to measure the city, its gates, and
its wall. The city is laid out as a square; its length is as great as its
breadth. And he measured the city with the reed: twelve thousand
furlongs. lIts length, breadth, and height are equal. Then he
measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four cubits, according to
the measure of a man, that is, of an angel. The construction of its
wall was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass. The
foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of
precious stones: the first foundation was jasper, the second
sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, the fifth
sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl,
the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the
twelfth amethyst. The twelve gates were twelve pearls: each
individual gate was of one pearl. And the street of the city was pure
gold, like transparent glass. But | saw no temple in it, for the Lord
God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city had no need of



the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated
it. The Lamb is its light. And the nations of those who are saved shall
walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and
honor into it. Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be
no night there). And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the
nations into it. But there shall by no means enter it anything that
defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,
proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the middle
of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which
bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there
shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall
be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. They shall see His face,
and His name shall be on their foreheads. There shall be no night
there: they need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives
them light. And they shall reign forever and ever” (Revelation 21:1—

22:5 NKJV).
Join me there!
| love you all,
Pastor Paul
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